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sides of the long room, leaving a wide passage between them for the approach of the Sovereign.
He came in, preceded by the Cabinet Ministers, who took up their places opposite to the foreign representatives and to the left of the throne. The Shah was attended by the Regent and by his brother, the Valiahd, or Heir Apparent. He mounted the steps of the throne and sat down on a gilded chair placed upon it. The Regent took up his place on the right hand of him and the Valiahd stood by his
brother.
A slight pause here gave one time to notice how the Shah was dressed for this ancient ceremony. He wore the frock-coat, the Persian " full-dress," with wide black trousers. Across his shoulders was the green ribbon of the Order of the Lion and the Sun. Round his waist was a belt from which hung a richly jewelled sword with scabbard set with diamonds. His black kola had affixed to the front of it the magnificent diamond aigrette, the most prized jewel of the Persian regalia, which attracted so much attention in England when worn by Nasr-ed-Din.
The crown was in position on a cushion in front of the Shah. Round it, sitting on their heels, squatted thirty or forty mullahs (priests).
As soon as the Shah was seated they intoned a sort of prayer, a melancholy drone, to which those who understood it made response from time to time with cries of " Allah ! Allah ! "
While this prayer was being chanted, the Shah rose and, taking the crown, placed it himself on his head, where he balanced it with some difficulty, as it was very large and clearly very heavy. The whole ceremony did not last more than ten minutes. When242                   ' INDISCRETIONS'
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